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An extra half sheet as surrLemENTARY to the 
last number, is issued with the present. Another 
supplement, to dispose of certain meteorological and 
pluviometricaltables shall be published, aod then 
we must refrain for a-while. The extra expence 
caused by them, exceeds fue hundred dollars, for 
the present volume of the Recisren. 





(CpHaving with much exertion, arrived at a stop- 
ping place in the interminadle correspondence be- 
tween the United States and Spain, we were con- 
pratulating ourselves that we should this week 
dispose of a quanéity of things that have long been 
waiting for room—when the long proceedings of 
the military committee in congress, presented 
themselves and demanded precedence. These im- 
portant papers are given at length in this shect 





(CFI is very gratifying to the editor to be informed, 
that the Rearsrer is frequently used in courts of 
law, and sometimes partially admitted as evidence 
in the proof of facts. Indeed, there are several dis- 
tinguished gentlemen of the bar who tell us that 
they use this work as much in their professional cha- 
racter, as any other intheir library. lis volume of 
facts is exceedingly great; and, by the help of 
the general index, easily reterred to. Complete 
Ailes may still be had. 

We intend, next week, to bid adieu to sanxkiNe, 
as the leading subject discussed in the Reotsrer. 
We think that we have done our duty, and believe 
that a spirit is roused that will reform the evils 
which press upon the people; and are desirous of 
devoting a part of our attention to other matters of 
moment—political economy, statistics, and general 
essays in support of the national interest and cha- 
racter. 


We see meetings of the stockholders of several 
banks called for the purpose of taking into cons‘. 
deration the expediency of dissolving their institu- 
tions; andshall be glad to hear that many determine 
to do it. 

United States’ bank stock is said to have been 
offered at 101, at Philadelphia, and a respectable 
gentleman of Baltimore tells us that 100 shares 
were offered tohim at 98! The late election of di- 
rectors does not seem to be satisfactory to many of 
the stockholders—but as money rises to its value, 
all sorts of stocks must fall in price. 

- The salaries of the president and cashier of the 
bank of the United States have been reduced from 
7000 to 6000 dollars per annum.—And those of 
the other officers and clerks have been reduced 20 
per cent. 

A Kentucky paper, after shewing the amount of 
debts due to the two branches of the bank of the 
U.S. in that state—2,690,760, says—“This is 
the trifing sum which the people of Kentucky are 
called upon to pay én specie; for the notes. ef these 
branches have long since vanished. Indeed, we be- 
jieve that. all the U.S. bank paper, bank of Ken- 
tucky pxper and specie circulating in the state, 
would not be sufficient to redeem this debt. The 
discounts alone which are paid on this sum every 
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month, amount to upwards of thirteen thousand dol- 
lars. | 

Add to this, the millions due to the land offices, 
which must now be paid in specie or U.S. Bank 
paper, and our situation becomes truly appalling. 

Our extravagance in the importation and consump- 
tion of foreign luxuries must be checked, or we are a 
ruined people.” 

GP The above enormous amount due to the 
branches, is used as an argument, and a powerfij 
one it is too, in favor of /egislative courtesy to the 
United States’ bank!—As well might it be said that 
a man whose note was shaved at 3 per cent. per 
month ought to bow himself to the kind person 
that shaved it! “Power does not beget right.” 

The following resolutions, accompanied by a pre- 
amble of some length, have been introduced ino the 
legislature of Kentucky. 
~-** Resolved, by the Senate and House of Re. 
presentatives of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 
that it isthe wish, desire, and the interest of the 
people of this State, that the president and direc- 
tors of the United States’ bank, recal their branches 
located in this state. 

Resolved, that our senators and representatives 
in congress be requested to take into considera- 
tion the expediency and constitutionality of re- 
pesting by law, or otherwise, the charter of said 

ank. 

Resolved, that the executive of this state be re-. 
quested to forward to each of our senators and re- 
presentatives in congress, a copy of these resolu- 
tions. 

Resolved, that he forward to the president and 
directors of the bank of the United States, a copy 








of these resolutions and request their attention to _ 


the same, and their determination upon the sub- 


ject.” 


The notes of some of the “independent banks” 
in Kentucky, are (within the state,) at a discount 
of from 20 to 30 per cent. Two or three banks in 
Maryland are not better, and some are at a much 
greater discount!—yet a petition for a new bank 
has been presented to the legislature! We would 
advise the house of delegates to refer it to the at- 
tending physicians of the Baltimore Hospital, 
whose skill in the management of insane persons is 
highly spoken of. 

*,” Just at the moment this sheet was going to 
press, we received a letter from Frankfort; Ky . 
stating that aresolution had just been reported to 
the legislature, to tax the branches of the bank of 
the U.S. one hundred and twenty thousand dollarsa 
year, payable monthly! 

Prenns¥tvanra.—A regular tax is levied upon the 
dividends of the banks: in this state. The Farmers’ 
bank of Lancaster, in part payment of this tax, ten 
dered to the state treasurer, the notes of certain 
incorporated banks within the commonwealth, which 
had ceased to redeem their paper. The treasurer 
refused to receive these notes, and insisted that the 
Farmers’ bank ought to pay its debts in its own 
notes: the cashier, having laid the letter before the 
directors, replied, that, in their opinion, the cotm- 
monwealth was bound to receive, in payment of the 
tax imposed by it, the notes of any and eyery baalg 
chartered in it. In this stage of the business, the 
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. matter was represented to the legislature, and re- 





. brokers, are just as needtul t» the public as scea- 
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ferred to the committee on banks—and, a few days! 
after, Mr. Snyder, on behalf of said committee of 
the senate, reported a bill, the object of which is, 
to declare null and void the charter of any bank 


tendering in payment to the commonwerlth any | 


bank notes for which payment, in specie, shall not 
actually be paid on demand; and taking from the 
bank all power, except so much as shall be neces- 
Sary to close its concerns. The state treasurer to 
vive notice in newspapers when tke charter 
of any bank shall be revoked. Thus the case stands 
at present. If the bank feels itself able to resist 
the influence of the legislature, (for it seems pro- 
bable that the bill will pass) it will be required of 
the judiciary to interpret the law. 

We arte of opinion, that the state treasurer can- 
not rightfully refuse the bills of any bank, issued 
under authority of the state, until after the state 
authorities shall have declared its charter forfeited 
~—and the state, certainly, ought to bear its full 
proportion of the evils which its own foolish pro- 
ceedings have infiicted upon the people. If this 
view of the subject is correct, and we think it is 
reasonable, the legislature cannot too soon adopt 
measures to dissolve the incorporation of such banks 
as fail to pry their debts. The act of incorporation, 
while it exists, is the sanction of the state, and 
implies an ability to meet all the engagements made 
wider it. 

Among the multitude of petitions presented about 
banks, are the following: ' 

“To annul the charter of all the banks, except 
those in the city and county of Philadelphia.” 

“*To annihilate the charters of all the banks within 
this commonwealth: to make the property of stock. 
holders liable for the debts of the company; and 
to tax the bank of the United States and branches.” 





fatal 


Laws apouT BANKS.—The Bultimore “Federal 
Gazette” of Tuesday last says—“*We have reason 
to believe, from the consideration we have given 
the subject, that any interference o/ the legisla. 
ture to enforce the banks to pay specie promptly 
for their notes, or tocompel the citizens to receive 
or pay them at their nominal value, would neither 
be just nor useful. The legal remedies against 
banks, under the existing laws, are, as they ought 
to be, the same as against individuals; and as it is; 
wholly a matter of choice in the case of bank notes, 
as of the notes of individuals, whether they will be 
received in payment or not, there is no good rea- 
son for any distiaction as to the remedy, in case of 
non-payment.” 

REMARKS BY THE EDITOR OF THE REGISTER. 

This alludes to certain projecis before the legis. 
lature of Maryland, to compel the banks to pay 
their debts, and prevent a trade in their notes.* The 


* A biii for this purpose is before the Senate—it 
provides that if any person sells or buys any bank 
note for a jess sum than the nominal value, such 
person, the seller and buyer, shall forfeit trebie 
the amount of the note or notes so sold or purchas- 

t 

Really, this would place the people in a pretty 
predicament, and. compel many of us very soon 
to stop business. In the present state of the cur- 
rency, those very accommoduting gentlemen called 





vengers are toacity. £7/th wil accumulate without 
our consent, «nd happy i: is that the vocation of 
certain persons makes it produce something bene- 
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former is difficult, and the latter impracticable; or, 
if practicable, must immediately issue in the bank- 
ruptcy of many of the country banks, by a sudden 
demand for the psyment of nearly all their bills in 
circulation. 

The reasoning of the paragraph is very specious 
—but neither of the facts on which it hinges really 
exist. ‘The legal remedies against banks,” are not, 
virtually, the same “as against individuals; nor is 
it a matter of choice’ in respect to bank notes, as 
of the notes of individuals, whether we wiil receive 
them or not. Same men are said to be delow the 
law—but their acts of incorporation, secret influence, 
and power to do mischief, may be considered as plac- 
ing the banks adove the law: they are like a great 
tall bully, saying to a dwarf, “you ought to whip 
me, and do it—if you can.” Three fourths of our 
justices of the peace, (as the title says that they 
are!) would be seized with an ague if I were to de- 
mand of them a warrant against a bank; and a no- 
tary would protest one of their bills very reluctant- 
ly, and perhaps, of compulsion only, if required— 
though either would be glad to sell a warrant or a 
protest against me—in the way of their business. 
And here is but the beginning of the difficulty 
that meets an individual contending with a bank— 
the lawyers and judges are often heavy stockhold - 
ers or directors, and the “law’s delay” with the 
underhanded persecution by the whippers-in of such 
establishments, assisted by all the power of its 
sisters in iniquity, wiil frighten any dependent man 
from engaging in the unequal controversy: else how 
is it, that whilst we know that the banks in all 
quarters are sueing the people and selling their 
houses and lands, we hear of few, if any, judg- 
ments against such of themas refuse to pay their 
own debts? True, the law says they may be sued, 
in their corporate capacity, like individuals—but 
who will run the risk of immolating Aimself on the 
altar of public justice? We pocket the injury, for 
fear that.a greater evil will result from resenting it. 
I speak generally—A few are resolved to do to any 
bank exactly that which it would do unto them, in si- 
milar circumsiances; and I am happy in the belief that 
such a determination among the people is rapidly ex- 
tending. 

The best regulation, however, upon the subject 
of banks, appears to me to be this: let it be enact- 
ed that, on the fact being proved before the court 
of any county in which a bank is located, that such 
bank bas refused to pay its debts as promised, that 
said court shall instantly demand a list of the stock- 
holders, and cause the same to be officially publish- 
ed, against any one of whom a creditor may have 
redress, by consent of parties—or, if such consent 
ig not given, the court sliali then be required to 
declare the charter nuli and void: with some pro- 
visions to compel the bank tocease to do business, 


) excep: to wind up its «ffairs. This regulation may be 


rightfuily adopied for the banks that ave; ifany are 
hereafter established, kAno~m, individual responsibi- 
lity shouid be the guarantee of their credit and of 
the payment of their biils. Nothing elsc willdounti 
we have waded through the slough of speculaiien 
that mires us. 

Soura America. We have not yet published 
any of the documents attached to Mr. Rodney’s 
report, though some of them are highly inierest- 
ing.—we have also judge Bland’s report, and Mr. 
Poinseit’s letter to the secretary of state—in the 
whole, very volumnicus; but shedding more light 
upon -he history and geogrepliy, present state and. 
future prospects of the provinces on the Rio de- 
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Plata and Chili, than perhaps all tiie matter that 
before appeared respecting those counties. 

Wecannot tolch these long articles at present 
—but think it probable that, in the ensuing sum- 
mer we shall be able either by extract or abstract, 
tolay before our readers the “pith and marrow” 
ofthem. 

Bankrupt Law. We have been favored with a 
copy of the bill before the house of representatives 
‘to establish an uniform system of bankruptcy 
throughont the United States.” It appears to us 
that this bill, as it stands at present, will not bear 
UPON incorporated Companies as upon individuals. 
Such institutions are already powerful enough, 
from their exclusive privileges and virtual exemp- 
tion from the operation of the law.—any thing that 
tends to give them further advantages over the 
people, cannot be tolerated. But we have no doubt 
that a satisfactory amendment in this respect, as 
well as some other amendments, will be made, 
before it is passed into a law. 

“ErrqugrtTe.” We are disgusted in hearing this 
word so frequently used at Washington city; and 
more so to believe that it has a “form and pres- 
sure.’ What is now mere matter of courtesy may 
éasily grow into an estadlished order, and approx- 
mate to the court rules of the Chinese, which de. 
signate with great solemnity, how many times a 
man must dump his headon the floor upon arriving 
in the imperial presence, &c. Every gentleman 
shonid be treated politely and respectfully; but 
when any particular time,or form,is allotted for tes- 
timonies of such politeness or respect—the breed 
of courtiers and race of hypocrites begins, and a 
corruption ef manners ensues. The Aonest and re- 
fecting republican will avoid senseless ceremonies, 
without failing inthe respect due to oficial cha- 
racters or distinguished gentlemen. 

Mancracrures. The Aurora says—“It is not a 
week since the following faets were stated to us, 
and the means of substantiating them promised— 
-in American citizen residing in England, was re- 
guested to ascertain from the American agent in Lon- 
don what probability there was of manufacturing in- 
dustry obtaining suitable protection in the United 
States; because if the state of things was to remain 
as established by the tariff late'y established, it would 
Se more to his interest to remainin England; but that 
if America meant to protect her own industry, and ma- 
nufucture for herself, he would prefer removing with 
his capital and fimily to America. 

The American gentieman did seek this informa- 
tion for the eminent English manufacturer, and he 
received for answer, that there was an understanding 
Setween the two governments, and that American ma- 
nufactures would not be protected!” 

The editor then remarks, that he has not the 
least doubt of a secret understanding as stated. 
When the “means for substantiating iv” are given, 
we shall revert to the subject—but until the proof is 
afforded,gmust remain incredulous, though as ar- 
dently devoted to the promotion of home industry as 
any pcrsons in the United States. 





— + ee 


Maryland Representation. 

The project of giving to the city of Baltimore 
two additional representatives—in all four, is again 
before the legislature of Maryland. At about this 
time last year, we stated our reasons at length in 
opposition to this project, because we would not 
“bargain with iniquity,” nor compromise right. We 
shewed that thiscity, represented in the legisla- 
ture by twd niembers, contained as many free per- 
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sons as eiytht counties sending thirty-two members; 
ancl that, considering the whole state in one view, 
either as to population or wealih, we were entitled 
to sixteen of the cighty members of which the house 
of delegates is composed. Shall we then accept 
of four, evenif there is kberaliy enough to allow 
them to us?—No! 

It is a fact, that no two delegates can do justice 
to the multitudinous business which this growing 
city bas to dowith the legislature, though they 
make slaves of themselves in attending toit. But 


—let it goon; when the evil reaches the point 


beyond which its endurance cannot be suffered, 
something must be done to remec'y it. 

The constitution of Maryland is compounded of 
the grossest political absurdities existing on this 
side ofthe Atlantic, and it has been tinkered so 
much thatI do not believe there are twenty men 
in the state who can tell us correctly wkat it is! 
The appendix to Vol. III. of the Reeistea contains 
the best copy of the constitution that I believe has 
been published; it was carefully collated ,by twa 
very respectable gentlemen ofthe bar, but stui is 
imperfect. These are strange things—hut they are 
true. And, what is mpre wonderful, there ere not 
wanting persons who affect a veneration for an 
instrument so aristocratical and unjust, so difficult 
ofcomprehension! ‘Truly, if any believe that one 
man in Calvert county ought to have the political 
weight of thirty other as good men ashe is, located 
in another partofthe state—the straight jacket 
should be immediately prepared for them; to rea- 
son with them would be as useless as to argue with 
a hurricane! Still we see,in a Baltimore hewspa- 
paper, “that ihe attemps now making to break up the 
present constitutional distribution of pawer,and the con- 
sequent destruction of the weight of the COUNTIES in 
the political scale,” is deprecated! 

It used to he said, “taxation without representa. 
tion wus tyranny,” and though our gentle friend, 
Dr. Sam. Johnson ‘*made a book’’ to prove that it 
was not so—he himself did not believe whathe 
wrote witha hireling pen; much less are we dis- 
posed to doubt the truth ofthe axiom. As acurio- 
sity, we should like to see the man who can grave- 
ly assert, that numbers and wealth ought not be 


considered in a representation of the districts or 
counties Of a state! 





ew 


Foreign Correspondence. 


The following are literal extracts from a letter of 
a distinguished subject of Great Britain to the 
editor of the Reeisren. They give us the views 
of a good man on several things interesting to us. 

“What is thought of the constitution of the na- 
TIONAL BAWK?—seelng the effects of eur blessed 
establishment, I confess that I tremble fur its na. 
tural consequences, in raising up a cursed mo.iied 
aristocracy. 

“I am glad to find that Connecticut is likely to be 
freed from eivil and religious tyranny, and obtain 
a liberal constitution. Virginia, I see, has rejected 
the reasonable propositions of the [Staunton] con- 
vention: how long will that nodie state and her sis- 
ter Muryland, be deprived of free constitutions? 
That of Maryland, in its present manner of repre. 
sentation, is a disgrace to a republican country— 
but the operation of a free press. may make your 
nobles ashamed of apeing the despots of Europe, 
who retain power inconsis(ent with the rights ofthe 
people. 

“I look to the approaching session of congress 
with great interest. Lam glad to hear from yeu, 
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that that body is becoming a national body—and 
gradually attaining some enlightened views for the 
“et of your country and that of mankind. I 
ope they will not any more waste their precious 
time in pitiful squabbles and idle debate—but act 
up = the prod eminence on which they ought to 
Stand. 
Speaking of Bristed’s late book—Resources of 
the United States,” he says, ‘He is too much a 
servile admirer of our old country with all its 
absurdities and imperfections. You have too many 
such amongst you. But I trust that the good 
sense of your yeomanry renders them ridiculous. 
Would to God, that the age s'rarzsmen had arrived! 
—knowledge is progressive, and the politicians of 
Europe must at last give way to them At present, 
their vision does not extend beyond party, and a 
miserable scramble for places. FE am disgusted 
with and mourn over my country, and I see little 
to cheer the prospect Our yeomanry, the best 
blood of England, has gone: the contrast between 
that clsss in the days of Charles §. and the present 
race, is humiliating; and the shackles of our press 
renders free Ciscussion impracticable;—all that re- 
mains, is hope to relieve us from the merciless load 
of distress and tax«tion that overnheimns our un- 
fortunate isle. 











= —- 4 
Rights of Conscience. ) 

We have an uble report from a committee of the 
house of delegates of the state of Maryland, “ap- 
pointed to consider the justice and expediency of 
extending to persons professing the Jewish reli- 
gion, the same privileges that are enjoyed by Chris- 
tiags. 

‘This report contains some interesting historical 
facts, and abounds with sound arguments in favor 
of the emancipation of this people from political 
slavery—and concludes with a proposition to amend 
the constitution, so that no religious test shall be 
required “fof any person of the sect of Jews, as a 
qualification to hold or exercise any office or em- 
ployment of profit or trust im this state”—and that 
oaths shall be administered to them on the five 
books of Moses. ‘When the room is allowed, we 
shall give this report in the Reetsren. 





The number of persons professing the Jewish} 


religioa in the state of Maryland,is very small—but 
if there were only ene such, the constitutien ought 
to be aitered in bis favor. The day of fire and fag- 
gothas passed away, and tests of belief in any 
particular set of dogmas, only tend to make hypo- 
crites. The good man does not require tliem, and 
the bad fearlessly march through them. 

The persecution of the Jews 18 a fragment of that 
spirit which we, ourselves, as Chrisirans, prefer in 
complaint against their ancestors! reversing the 
great rule of our Divine Teacher, of doing unto 
others as we would that they should do unto us— 
a rule worth afl the political, priestly, creeds or 
confessions of faith that ever were made; and, in- 
deed, most generally in direct opposition to them. 
Christ’s “kingdom was not of this world;” He nei- 
ther persecuted nor resisted persecution, though 
he might have called “legions of angels”’ to enforce 
his wili: yet most of those who profess to follow 
his leadings, by uniting the affairs of religion with 
those of the state, do all that they can to pretend 
to establish for bimakingdom here, provided they 
themaeives may govern i, and- persecute those who 
Jo not come up to their *standard of political reli- 
gion! ‘What strange inconasistency—lLow absurd 
and unjust! - : 


It has several times before been attempted to 
expunge this odious remnant of political-religion 
from the constitution of Maryland—whether there 
is a sufficient de; -e of liberality, enough of true 
christianity, in*’ segislature to expunge it now, & 
few days will susw us. : 


Baltimore Bills‘of Mortality. 
Abstruct from the oficial report for the year ending 
December 31, 1818. ' 
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January, : 63 50 |} 113 | 41 
February, : > 65 44 | 109 45 
March, : : : 52 36 88 29 
April, : : 72 60 | 132 48 
May, - : : | 65 | 39 | 124 | 50 
June, : ft 64 48 {112 3l 
July, | : : | 143 7108 | 251 68 
August, : : 158 | 84 | 249 | 71 
September, 108 95. | 203 SS 
Oct ober, : 106 88 194 54 
November, ; : 61 47 108 32 
| December, 9g | 58 1136 | 54 
| Total, 1055 1757 sig | 574 





The total number of deaths in 1817 (see vol XIII, 
page 331) was 13823—but the interments at the 
Alms house (95) were not reported in the bills for 
that year. Still, we have an increase of about 406 
}deaths. Though the increase of our population is 
still very rapid, we do not apprehend that it bears 
a ratio equal to the increase of deaths, 

Of those interred in 1818—-- 96 were still-born; 499 
uader one year, and 190 between one and two; 1135 
from 2to 10; 154 from 10 to 20; 251 from 20 to 30; 
219 from 30 to 40; 107 from 40to 50; 69 from 50 to 
60; 43 from 69 to 70;37 from 70 to 80; 26 from 86 
to 90; 13 from 90 to 100; 2 over an hundred. 

Fewest interments in March, 88—in the last 
year, the fewest was in April+greatest number in 
July; the year before,in August. 

Diseases, &c. Consumption 306; Cholera morbus 
}260; convulsions 115; fevers—typhus 85, biilious 
70—other fevers 17; still born 96; decay 86; vari- 
ous inflammations 50; croup 52; old age 62; casual- 
ty 19, drowned 27, sudden 34, suicide 9, murdered 
5; worms 91; pleurisy 63; dysentary 31; dropsy 374 

do. in the head 18; child bed 19, &c. &c. 








Army of the United States. 


The following are the regulatiens on the pabgeet 
of extra allowance to soldiers detached for labor. 
‘‘The noncommissiened officers and privates, 

}who may be drawn as artificers to work constantly 
on fortifications, bridges, barracks, roads or other 
public works, for a term of not less than ten days, 
Sundays excepted, shall be allowed for each day’s 
actual labor, fourteen cents and one gill of spirits 
each, in addition to their pay and rations. 

“Other noncommissioned officers and privates, 
not artificers, who shall be drawn for constant labor 
on fortifications, roads, bridges, barracks, or other 
public works, for a term of not less than ten days, 
Sundays excepted, shall be allowed for each day’s 
actual labor, ten cents and one gill of spirits cack, 
in addition to their pay and rations.” 





The above regultion established in 1808. 
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“Noncommissioned officers and privates employ- 
ed at work, on fortifications, in surveys, in cutting 
roads, and other constant labor, will be allowed 
fifteen cents and an extra gill of whiskey, per day, 
while so employed, which will be paid by the officer 
or agent disbursing the contingent expenses of the 
work or expedition.” 

The above regulation established in 1816. 








Duties on Imports and Tonnage. 


Letter from the Secretary uf the Treasury, transmit- 
ting a statement giving a comparative view of the 
duties which accrued upon imports and tennage dur- 
jng the two first quarters of the years 1817 and 
1818. Read in Seuate, Dec. 16. 

Treasury Department, Dec. 9th, 1818. 

Sirn—The enclosed statement, giving a compara- 
tive view of the duties which accrued upon imports 
and tonnage, during the two first quarters of the 
years 1817 and 1818, is submitted for the informa- 
tion of the committee of finance. 

It furnishes presumptive evidence, that the act 
of the last session of Congress, supplementary to 
the several collection laws, has had the happiest 
effects in the prevention of frauds upon the reve- 
nue. 

The facts from which this conclusion is drawn, 
are, lst, That the duties secured during the latter 
period, exceed those of the former by negrly 
$2,000,00u. 2d, That the increase is exclusively 
confined to articles paying ad valorem duties; and, 
3d, That whilst the duties upoa imports have great- 
ly increased, the duty upon the tonnage engaged 
in the importation of foreign merchandize, has 
more considerably diminished. 

The statement also shows a greater diminution 
of foreign tonnage, than in the amount of mer- 
chandise imported into the United States in foreign 
shipping, during the latter period, 

The statement will be corrected as soon as the 
return for the second quarter of the present year 
shall be received from Philadelphia, and immedi- 
ately thereafter submitted to the consideration of 
the committee. 

1 remain, with sentiments of respect, 
Your most obedient servant, 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 

Honorable John W. Eppes, C. C. of Finance. 

DUTIES COLLECTED ON MERCHANDISE. 











1817. 1818. 
74 per cent duty $54,960 $79,572 
15 per cent. 956,028 1,362,249 
<4 per cent. 622,363 761,73 
26 per cent. 1,527,588 2,491,760 
34 per cent. -722,014 354,859 
Specific duties, 7,074,151 6,026,914 
Total, $10,957,107 $ 11,073,094 
Kstimate of Philadelphia, the second 
quarter of 1818. 1,650,000 
$12,723,094 
DUTIES ON TONNAGE. 
1817. 1818. 
Register’d in foreign trade, 22,184 24,520 
Coasting and fisheries, 13,288 17,874 
Foreign vessels, 157,778 90,079 
Light money, 44,464 29,932 


(cP The increase of the value of the merchan. 
dise imported, though there was a great decrease 
of the amount paid for tonnage, furnishes, as the 


{the Militia, is returned. 


The Militia. 
FROM THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER. 

In pursuance of a resolution of the Senate, at its 
last session, requiring from the Department of 
War statements of the strength and organization of 
the Militia of the United States, and of the Militia 
Laws of the several states, a report has been trans- 
mitted to that body, by Mr. Secretary Ca.uoun, 
f:om the Adjutant General ofthe United States. We 
are sorry to find, from the report, that the returns 
are generally very defective, where returns are re- 
ceived, but that in some cases no returns at all 
have been received at the War Department; altho’ 
letters were addressed, specially requesting re- 
turns to be made, and the request was made a se- 
cond time to those who had failed to attend to it 
in the first instance. From Vermont, from Dela- 
ware, from Georgia, from Tennessée, from India- 
na, from Mississippi, and from Michigan and Ala- 
bama territories, no returns have been received.— 
From Maryland and South Carolina, returns have 
been rece.ved of the Militia laws, but not of the 
strength of the Militia; fromm Virginia, the strength 
of the Militia has been returned, but not ti» Mili- 
tia laws. From Louisiana, Illinois, and Missouri, 
the effective strength, but not the organization of 
“Letters have been ré- 
ceived,” says the Adjutant and Inspector General, 
“from the Adjutants General of South Carolina, Ma- 
ryland, Mississippi, and Delaware, stating that it is 
not in their power to report the organization and 
strength of the Militia of their states, conformably 
to the resolution. The Adjutant General of Vir- 
ginia reports, that their Militia laws sre so distri- 
buted through the several acts of Assembly, that a 
digest cannot readily be made.” 

From such defective materials, it is obvious that 
much vaiuable information cannot be gleaned. We 
have official evidence, indeed, that the Militia sys- 
tem is wretchedly defective; but that we knew too 
well before. 


The returns made to the Department of War, 
loose as they are, exhibit the following result: 





Massachusetts, 70,736!S. Carolina, Noreturn 
New-Hampshire, 25,794 | Georgia, 28,401 
Rhode-Island, 8,350 | Kentucky, 52,743 
Connecticut, 20,573 | Ohio, 61,933 
Vermont, No return | Tennesgee, No retura 
New-York, 112,586 | Louisiang, 9,894 
New-Jersey, 35,169 | Indiang, No return 
Pennsylvania, 118,018 | Missigsippi, No return 
Delaware, No return | Hlimok, 2,123 
Maryland, Noreturn } Missouri Territory 6,502 
Virginia, 85,758 | Michigan Ter. No return 
North-Carolina, 50,387 | Alabama Tei*y. 10,509 


From such data as the above facts present, the 
Militia of the states from which the returns are 
wanting, may be estimated at 120,000; which, with 
the returns that are received, will make the total 
upwards of 800,000. Weare quite sure, if the re- 
turns were as precise as they miglit be, that the 
numbers enrolled in the Militia would be found 
considerably to exceed a miliion. 





A New Jersey paper thus remarks on the prece- 
ding—“Those returns you will observe are very de- 
ficient, inasmuch as none at all has been received 
from eight of them—From what are produced, how- 
ever, you cannot fail to be struck with the great 
disparity of their numbers, in relation to their po- 
pulation, as ascertained by the last censys.—T'o 





secretary observes, “strong presumptive evidence” 
of the advantages of our present revenue laws. 


place this matter in a commanding point of view, | 
‘have selected five of the states, having no stave 
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representation in congress, and whose population | 
has not since been affected by any extraordinary 
etreumstance, from which I form the following ta- 


ble: : ys 
e oc a 
2 < = 
; SS =} = P=) 
sl Pa} a = & 
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Wevw Jersey, 35.169 6 5,86 1 
Pennsylvania, 118,018 23 5,130 
_ New York, 112,586 27 4,169 
Massachusetts, 70736 20 3,536 
Connecticut, 20,573 7 2,930 


As it is presumed that New Jersey has not re. 
turned a greater number of Militia than are enroll. 
ed in the state, the inference is inavoidable, that 
gome, at least, of the other states, have not acted 
fairly in this matter—it is a circumstance about 
which New Jersey has a right to complain, as in 
case of emergency a draft that would call 29 men 
from .:¢ constituents of a member from Connecti- 
cut, would require 58 from the constituents of a 
member from New-Jersey.—This cannot be right 
“wit ought to be remedied.” 


es = _ 


Treaty with Sweden. 
BY THE PRESIDINT OF THE U ITED STATES. 
A PROCLAMATION, 

Whereas a treuaty between the United States 
and Sweden, made and concluded at Stockholm, 
on the fourth day of September, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and sixteen, by Jonathan 
Russell, minister plenipotentiary of the United 
States. on the part of the United States, and the 
count d’Engersirom, minister of state for forei 
affairs, ard the caunt Adolphe George de Morner, 
counsellor of state, fully authorised and empower- 
ed by their respective governments, was duly rati 
fied on the 27th day of May last, by and with the 
advice and consent of the senate, on the part of 
the United States, with the exception of the third; 
fourth and sixth articles, end by the king of Swe. 
den, on the 24:h day of July last past, with the 
exception of the three articles referred to; andthe) 
ratification of the two governments, as aforesaid, 
have been duly, exchanged at Stockholm, by the 
plenipotentiaries of the United States and Swe. 
den on the part of their respective governments, 
which treaty is in the words and figures following, 
to wit: ey 
Jn the name of the most holy and indivisible Trinity. 

The United States of A:rerica, and his majesty 
the king of Sweden and Norway, equally animated 
with a sincere desire to maintain and corfirin tbe 
relations of friendship and commerce which have 
hitherto subsisted between the two siates, and 
being convinced that this object cannot be mcre 
effectually accomplishe:! thao by establishing, reei- 
precally, the commerce between the two states, 
upon the firm basis of liberal and equitable princi- 
ples, equally advantageous to both countries, have 
named, to this end, plenipotenttaries, and have fur- 
nished them with the necessary full powers to trea‘, 
and, in their name, to conclude a treaty, to wit: 
The president of the United States, Jonathan Rus- 
sell, a citizen of the said United States, and now 
their minister plenipotentiary at the court of Stock. 
holm; and his majesty, the king of Sweden and 
Norway, his excellency the count Laurent d’Enger- 











cellor of the university of Lund, knight comman- 
der of the order of the king, knight of the order 
of Charles the 13th, grand cross of the orders of 
St. Etienne of (lungary, of the legion of honor of 
France, of the blick eagle and of the red eagle of 
Prussia, and the count Adolphe George de Morner, 
his counsellor of state and commander of the order 
of the polar star: and the said plenipotentiaries, 
after having produced and exchanged their full 
powers, found in good anc due form, have agreed 
on the following articles: 
Articie first. 

There shall be between ali the territories under 
the dominion of the United States of America, and 
of his majesty, the king of Sweden and Norway, a 
reciprocal liberty of commerce. The inhabiiants 
of <ither of the two countries shall have liberty, 
with all security for their persons, vessels and car- 
goes, to come freely to all ports, places and rivers 
within the territories of the other, into which the 
vessels‘of the most favored nations are permitted 
to enter, They can there remain and reside in 
any part whatsoever of the said territories; they 
can there hire and occupy houses and warehouses 
for their commerce; and, generally, the merchants 
and traders of eacl) of the two nations, shall enjoy 
in the other the most complete security and pro- 
tection for the transaction of their business, bein 
bound, alone, to conform to the laws and statutes 
of the two countries respectively, 

Article 2. 

No other or higher duties, imports, or charges, 
whatsoever, shall be imposed on the importation 
into the territories of his majesty, the king of Swe- 
den and Norway, of the priduce or manufactures 
of the United Siates, nor on the importation into 
tive United States of the produce or manufactures 
of the territories of his majesty, the king of Swe. 
den and Norway, than those to which the same arti- 
cles would be subjected in each of the two coun- 
tries, respectively, if these articles were the 
growth, produce or manufacture of any other coun- 
try. The same principle shall likewise be observ- 
ed, in respect to exportation, in such manner that 
in each of the two countries, respectively, the arti- 
cles which shal! be exported for the other, cannot 
be charged with any duty, impost or charge, what- 
soever, higher or other than those to which tha 
same articles would be subjected if they were ex- 
ported to any other country whatever. 

Nor shall any prohibition be imposed on the ex- 
portation or importation of any article, the growth, 
praduce or manufacture of the territories of his 
majesty, the king of Sweden and Norway, or of the 
United States, to or from the said territories of his 
majesty, the king of Sweden and Norway, or to, 
or froin the said United States, which shall not 
equally ex: end to all other nations. 

Swedish or Norwegian vessels arriving in ballast, 
or importing into the United States the produce 
or manufactures of their countries, or exporting 
from the U. States the produce or manufactures of 
said states, shall not be obliged to pay, either for 
the vessels or the cargoes, any other or higher 
duties, imposts, or charges, whatsoever, than thoge 
which the vessels of the United States would pay 
in the same circumstances, and, vice versa, the 
vessels of the United States, arriving in ballast, or 
imporiing into the territories, under the dominion 
of his majesty, the king of Sweden and Norway, the 
produce or manufactures of the United States, or 
exporting from the territories under the dominion 
of his majesty, the king of Sweden and Norway, 





strom,his minister of state for foreign affairs, chan- 


the produce or manufactures of these territories, 
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shall not pay, either for the vessels or the cargoes, | 
any other or bigher duties, imposts or charges, 
whatsoever, than those which would be paid if 
these articles were transported by Swedish or Nor- 
wegian vessels, respectively. 

That which is here above stipulated, shall also 
extend to the Swedish colony of St. Barthelemey, 
as well in what relates to the rights and advww- 
tages which the vessels of the United States shall 
enjoy in its ports, as in relation to those which the 
vessels of the colony shall enjoy in the ports of the 
- United States, provided the owners are inhabitants 
of St. Barthelemey, and there established and natu- 
ralized, and shall have there caused their vessels 
to. be naturalized. 

Article 3d. 

His majesty, the king of Sweden and Norway, 
agrees that all articles, the growth, produce or 
manufacture of the West Indies, which are permit- 
ted to be imported in Swedish or Norwegian ves- 
sels, whether these articles be imported, directly 
or indirectly, from said Indies may likewise be im- 
ported into its territories in vessels of the United 
States, and there shall not be paid, either for said 
vessels or the cargoes, any bigher or other duties, 
imposts, or charges, whatsoever than those which 
would be paid by Swedish or Norwegian vessels in 
the same circumstances, with an addition only of 
ten per centum on the said duties, imposts and 
charges, and no more. 

In order to avoid misapprehension in this re- 
spect, it is expressly declared that the term “West 
Indies” ought to be taken in its most exiensive 
sense, comprising all that portion of the earth, 
whether mainland or islands, which at that time 
has been denominated the West Indies, in contra- 
distinction to that other portion of the earth de. 
nominated the East Indies. 

Article 4. 

The United States of America, on their part, 
agree, that all articles the growth, produce or ma- 
nufaciure of the countries surrounding the Baltic 
sea, or bordering thereon, which. ere permitted to 
be imported in vessels of the United States, whe- 
ther these articles be imported directly or indi- 
rectly from the Baltic, may likewise be imported 
into the United States, in Swedish or Norwegian 


vessels; and there shall not then be paid for the' 


said vessels, or for the cargoes, any higher or 
other duties, imposts or charges whatsoever, than 
those which would be paid by vessels of the Unit- 
ed States in the same circumstances, with 4¥ addi- 
tion only of ten per centum, on the said duties, im- 
posts and charges, and no more. 

In order to avoid all uncertainty in respect to 
the duties, imposts or charges whatsoever, which 
a vessel belonging to the citizens or subjects of 
one of the contracting parties ought to pay, on ar. 
riving in the ports of the other, with a cargo con. 
sisting partly of articles, the growth, produce or 
manufacture of the country to which we vessel 
belongs, and partly of any other merchandise, 
which the said vessel is permitted to import by the 
preceding articles, it is agreed that, in case a car. 
go should be thus mixed, the vessel shall always 
pay the duties, imposts and charges, according to 
the nature of that part of the cargo which is sub- 
jected to the highest duties, im the same manner 
as if the vessel imported this sort of merchandise 
only. 

Articie 5. 

The highcontracting parties grant mutually the 
liberty of having in the places of commerce and 
ports of the other, consuls, vice consuls or com- 
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mercial agents, who shall enjoy all the protection 
and assistance necessary for the due discharge 0 

their functions. But it is here expressly declared 
that in case of illegal or improper conduct in re- 
spect to the laws or government of the country to 
which they are sent, the said consul, vice consul 
or agent, may be either punished according to law, 
dismissed or sent away by the offended govern- 
ment, that government assigning to the other the 
reasons therefor. _ 

It is, nevertheless understood that the archives 
and documents relative to the affairs of the consu- 
late shall be protected from all examination, and 
shall be carefully preserved, being placed under 
the seal of the consul and of the attthority of the 
place where he shall have resided. | 

The consuls and their deputies shall have the 
right, as such, to act as judges and arbitrators in 
the differences which may arise between the cap- 
tains and crews of the vessels of the nation whose 
affairs are entrusted to their care. The respective 
governments sball have no right to interfere in 
matters of this kind, except the conduct of the 
captain and crew shall disturb the peace and tran- 
quility of the country in which the vessel] may be 
or that the consul of the place will feel himself 
obliged to resort to the interposition and support 
of the executive authority to cause his decision 
to be respected and maintained. It being never- 
theless, understood, that this kind of judgment or 
award shall not deprive the contending parties of 
the right which they shall have, on their return, to 
recur to the jadicial authorities of their own coun- 
try. 

Article 6. 

_ In order to prevent all dispute and uncertainty 
in respect to what may be considered as being the 
growth, produce or manufacture of the contraciing 
parties respectively, it is agreed, that whatever the 
chief or intendant of the customs shall have Ce 
nated and specified as such, in the clearance deli- 
vered to the vessels which depart from the Euro- 
pean ports of his majesty the king of Sweden and 
Norway, shall be acknowledged and admitied ss 
such im the United States; and that, in the same 
manner, whatever the chief or collector of the cus- 
toms in the parts of the United States shall heave 
designated and 9pecified as the growth, produce 
or manufacture of the United States, shail be ac. 
knowledged and admitted as such in the ter:izo- 
ries of his majesty the king of Sweden and Nor- 
way. 

The specification or desiguation given by the 
chief of the customs in the colonies of his majesty 
the king of Sweden and Norway, and confirmed by 
the governor of the colony, shall be considered as 
sufficient proof of the origin of the articles thus 
specified or designated to obtain for them admis- 
sion into the ports of the United States accordingty. 

Article 7. ssi 

_ The citizens or subjects of one of the contract. 
ing parties, arriving with their vessels on any coast 
belonging to the other, but not willing to enter in. 
to port, or being entered into port ard not willing 
to unload or break bulk, shall have liberty to de. 
part, and to pursue their voyage, without molesta- 
tion and without being obliged to render account 
of their cargo, or to pay any duties, imporis, or 
charges whatsoever, on the vessels and cargo, ex. 
cepting only the dues of pilotage, when a pilot 
shall lmve been employed, or those of quayage or 
light money, whenever these dues are paid in the 
Same circumstances by the citizens or subjects of 
the country. Jt being, nevertheless, understood, 
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that whenever the vessels belonging to the citizens 
or su jects of one of the contracting parties shall 
be within the jurisdiction of the other, they shall 
conform to the laws and regulations concerning 
navigation, and the places and ports into which it 
may be permitted to enter, which are in force with 
=, regard to the citizens or subjects of the country; 
ay and it shall be lawful for the officers of the cus- 








ay 


majesty the king of Sweden and Norway, or from 
the ports of his said majesty in Europe, at a port of 
the United States, furnished with a certificate of 
health from the competent health officer of the port 
whence they took their departure, certifying that 
no malignant or contagious disease existed at that 
port, shall not be subjected to any other quaran- 
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‘to return to their own country. The ships and 


toms in the district where the said vessels may be, 
to visit them, to remain on board, and to take such 
precautions as may be necessary to prevent all il- 
licit commeree while such vessels remain within 
the said jurisdiction. | 
Article 8. 
It is also agreed, that the vessels of one of the 
contracting parties, entering the ports of the ether, 
shall be permitted to discharge a part only of their 
cargoes, whenever the captain or owner shall desire 
so to do, and they shall be allowed to depart freely 
with the remainder, without paying any duties, im- 
posts, or charges whatsoever, except on that part 
which shall have been landed, and which shall be 
marked and noted on the list or manifest contain- 
ing the enumeration of the merchandise, which the 
vessels ought to have on board, and which list 
ought always to be presented, without reservation, 
to the officers of the customs at the place where 
the vessel shall have arrived; and nothing shall be 
paid on the part of the cargo which the vessel 
takes away; and the said vessel may proceed there- 
with to any other port or ports in the same country, 
zato which vessels of the most favored nations are 
permitted to enter, and there dispase of the same; 
or the said vessel may depart therewith to the ports 
of any other country. It is, however, understood, 
that the duties, imposts, or charges which are pay- 
able on the vessel itself, ought to be paid at the 
first port where it breaks bulk and discharges a 
part of the cargo, and that no such duties or impo- 
sitions shall be again demanded in the ports of the 
game country where the said vessel may hereafter 
enier, except the inhabitants of the country be 
subjected to further duties in the same circum- 
stances. 
Article 9. 
_ The citizens or subjects of one of the contract- 
ing parties, shall enjoy in the ports of the other, 
as well for. their vessels as for their merchandize, 
ail the rights and privileges of entrepot, which are 
enjoyed by the most favored nations in the same 
purts. 
Article 10. 

In case any vessel, belonging to either of the two 
states, or to their citizens or subjects, shall be 
stranded, shipwrecked, or have suffered any other 
damage on the coasts under the dominion of either 
of the parties, all aid and assistance shall be given 
to the persons shipwrecked, or who may be in dan- 
ger thoreof, and passports shal] be granted them 


merchandise wrecked, or the proceeds thereof, if 
the effects be sold, being claimed in a year and a 
day, by the owners, or their attorney, shall be re- 


tine than such as shall be necessary for the visit ef 
the health officer of the port, at which they may 
have arrived; but shall, after such visit, be permit- 
ted intmediately to enter and discharge their car- 
goes; provided, always, that there may not be found 
any person on board, who has been, during the voy- 
age, afflicted with a malignant or contagious dis- 
ease, and that the country from which the vessed 
comes may not be so generally regarded at the 
time as infected, or suspected, that it has been 
previously necessary to issue a regulation by which 
all vessels coming from that country are regarded 
as suspected, and subjected to quarantine. 
Article 12. ' 

The treaty of amity and commerce, concluded 
at Paris, in 1783, by the plenipotentiaries of the 
United States and his majesty the king of Swe- 
den, is renewed and put in force by the present 
treaty, in respect to all which is contained in the 
second, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth, 
eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth, fourteenth, fifteenth, 
sixteenth, seventeenth, eighteenth, nineteenth, 
twenty first, twenty second, twenty third and twen- 
ty fifth articles of the said treaty, as well as the se- 
parate articles one, two, four and five, which were 
signed the same day by the same plenipotentiaries; 
and the articles specified shall be considered to 
have as full force and vigor as if they were insert- 
ed word for word: provided, nevertheless, that the 
stipulations contained in the articles above men- 
tioned shall always be considered as making no 
change in the conventions previously concluded 
with other friendly and allied nations. 

Articie 13. . 
Considering the distance of the respective coun. 
tries of the two high contracting parties, and the 
uncertainty that results therefrom in relation to the 
various events which may take place, it is agreed 
that a merchant vessel, belonging to one of the con- 
tracting parties, and destined to a port supposed to 
be blockaded at the time of her departure, shall 
not, however, be captured or condemned for hav- 
ing a first time attempted to enter the said port, 
unless it may be proved that the said vessel could 
and ought to have learned, on her passage, that the 
place in question continued to be in a state of block- 
ade. But vessels which, after having been once 
turned away, shall attempt a second time, during 
the same voyage, to enter the same port of the ene- 
my, while the blockade continues, shall be liable 
to detention and condemnation. 
Article 14. 

The present treaty, when the same shall have 
been ratified by the president of the United States, 
by and with the advice and consent of the senate, 
and by his majesty the king of Sweden and Nor- 





stored on paying the same costs of salvage, oon- fway, shall continue in force, and be obligatory on 
forinably to the laws and usages of the two nations,|the United States and his majesty the king of 
which the citizens or subjects of the country would} Sweden and Norway, for the term of eight years 
pay in the same circumstances. The respective] from the exchange of the ratifications; and the ra- 
governments shall watch over the companies which | tifications shall be exchanged in eight months from 
iz are.er mzy be instituted for saving shipwrecked | the signature of this treaty, or sooner if possible. 
persons and property, that vexatious and abuses] In faith whereof, the respective plenipotentia- 
may not take place. . - |ries have signed the present treaty, and have there- 
Artiele 11. unto set the seal of their arms. 

It is agreed, that vessels arriving direct from the 

United States, at a port under the dominion of his 
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ber, in the year of Grace, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and sixieen. 

Jona. RuSSELtL, 

Le Comte d’Excrenstnrom, 

Le Comte A. G. de Morner. 

Now, therefore, be it known, that I, James Mon- 

nok, President of the United States, have caused 
‘the said treaty to be made public, to the end that 
the same, and every clause and article thereof, with 
the exception of the three articles above referred 
to, may be observed and fulfiiled with good faith by 
the United States and the citizens thereof. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my 
hand, znd caused the seal of the United 
States to be affixed. ; 

Done at the City of Washington, this Slst day 
of December, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and eighteen, and 
of the Independence of the United States 
the forty-third. 

JAMES MONROE. 
By the President: 
| JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 
Secretary of State. 








CONGRESS. 
IN SENATE. 

January 8. The senate resumed the consideration 
of the bill for the more convenient organization of 
the courts of the United States; and, without decid- 
ing any question, it was postponed to Monday. 

The senate then resumed the consideration of 
the bill providing for the erection of a monument 
over the remains of general George Washington, 
where they now lie. 

Mr. Barbour moved that the bill be recommitted, 
With instructions to report a bill appropriating mo- 
ney for the erection of an equestrian statue of gen. 
George Washington, in conformity with the resolu- 
tion of congress of 1783. 

{This resolution was passed on the 7th of August, 
1783, and directs substantially, that an equestrian 
statue of bronze be erected at theseat of government 
—that the general be represented in a Roman dress, 
holding a truncheon in his right hand, his head en- 
circled with a laurel wreath; that the pedestal be 
of marble, on which to be represented, in relief, the 
following principal events of thé war, in which gen. 
Washington commanded in person, viz: the evacu- 
ation of Boston; the capture of the Hessians at 
Trenton; the battle of Princeton; the action at 
Monmouth, and the surrender of York. The reso- 
lution directed also the inscriptions; that it shall 
be executed by the best artists, &c.] 

The motion produced a short debate, and was 


finally decided in the affirmative, as follows: 

* YEAS—Messrs, Barbour, Burrill, Crittenden, Daggett, Faton, 
Edwards, Forsyth, Fromentin, Gaillard, Goldsborough, Horsey, 
Hunter, Johnson, King, Leake, Macon, Mellen, Morrill, Otis, Pal- 
mer, Sanford, Stokes, Storer, Tait, Talbo 

enor, Van Dyke, Williams of Tenn.—30. 

NAYS—Messrs. Lacock, Morrow, Noble, Roberts, Ruggles, 
Smith—6. a : 

Executive business occupied a part of this day’s 
sitting. 

January 11.—Mr. Otis submitted the following 
motion for consideration: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to communicate to the senate any in- 
formation in his possession, and which, in his opi- 
nion, the public interest may permit to be disclosed, 
relating te the seizure and detention of the pro- 


perty of American citizens, by the government of 


the island of Hayti, and the statement of any nego- 


t, Taylor, Thomas, Tich- | 


ciation, or attempts at negociation, to procure re- 
stitution. [Agreed to next day.] 

Some discussion took place on a proposition to 
require the secretary of war to cause the army of 
the United States to be clothed in domestic manu- 
factures—after which ; 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
authorising the territory of Alabama to form a state 
government, &c. 

The question pending was on a motion made by 
Mr. Leake, when the subject was up before, to 
amend the bill, by altering the boundary pro- 
posed in the bill for the new state, so as to transfer 
to the state of Mississippi all the territory west of 
Mobile bay and Tombigbee river, up to thé Cotton 
Gin Port, which motion Mr. L. when hé stibmitted 
it, supported in a speech of considerable length. 

He was replied to to-day, succinctly, but éom- 
prehensively, by Mr. Tait; after which the qués- 
tion was decided against the amendment, as fol- 
lows: | 

YEAS—Messrs. Johnson, Leake, and Williams, of Miss—3. 

NAYS—Barbour, Burrill, Crittenden, Daggett, Dickerson,Eaton, 
Bopes Forsyts, Fromentin, Gaillard, Horsey, Hunter, King, ka- 
cogk, Macon, Mellin, Morrill, Morrow, Otis, Palmer, Roberts, Rug 
ghes, Sanford, Smith, Stokes, Tait, Talbot, Taylor, Thomas, Tich- 
enor, Van Dyke, Willams, of ‘Ten.—32. 

Another proposition to alter the boundary being 
negatived—the senate went through the bill and 
ordered it to be engrossed for a third reading.— 
[Passed next days] 

The bill prescribing the mode of commencing, 
prosecuting, and deciding controversies betwéen 
two er more states, was, on motion of Mr. Critten- 
} den, recommitted to the committee that reported 
it; and the senate adjourned. 

January 12.—Mr. Burrill, from the committee on 
the judiciary, to whom was recommitted the bil] 
prescribing the mode of commencing, prosecuting 
and deciding, centroversies between two or more 
states, reported the same with an amendment, not 
affecting the principle of the bill. : 

A message was received from the président of 
the United States, by his private sccretary, trans- 
mitting from the war department a statement of 
the effective force of the army; of the different 
posts and garrisons where distributed; the num- 
ber and calibre of ordnance, &c. agreeably to the 
resolution of the senate of the 5th inst. 

_ The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
further to suspend, (until the 31st day of March, in 
the year 1820) the sale or forfeiture of lands for 
failure in completing the payments thereon. 

After the failure of a motion, by Mr. Noble, to 
insert a provision, to release a part of the interést 
that would accrue—the bili was ordered to be én- 
grossed for a third reading. 

The other business transacted will be noted jn 
its progress—the senate was for some time engaged 
in executive business. 

January 13. Several bills had their second read- 
ing, &e. | 

The bill to suspend for a further limited time 
the sale or forfeiture of lands, for failure in making 
the payments, was read the third time, passed and 
sent to the other house for concurrence. 

The president communicated to the senate a 1ét- 
ter from the secretary of war, transmitting the ar- 
nual statement of the expenditure and application 
of monies drawn from the treasury by the secreta- 
ry of war, for the military establishment during 
the Jast fiscal year. 

The senate then resumed the consideration of 
ithe joint resolution proposing an amendment to thie 





constitution, so as to produce an uniform mode (by 
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districts} throughout the several states, of elect- 
ing electors of president and vice president of the 
Unite? States, and representatives to congress. 

The resolution was elaborately supported by 
Mr. Dickerson, and opposed at considerable length 
‘by Mr. Burbour and Mi. Forsyth. 

The question was taken on ordering the resolu- 
tion to be engrossed fora third reading, and de- 
cided in the affirmative, as fellows: . 

YEAS=—Messrs. Burvill, Crittenden, Dickerson, Eaton, Edwards, 
Fromertin, Goldshorongh, Hunter, vohson, King, Lacock, Ma- 
con, Mellen, Morrill, Morrow, Noble, Otis, Palmer, Sanford, Smith, 
‘Stokes, Storer, Talbot, The:pas, ‘Tichenor, Van Dyke Williams, 
of Miss. Williams, of Ten.—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barbour, Daggett, Eppes, Forsyth, Gaillard, 
Horsey, Leake, Roberts, Ruggles, Tait, Taylor—11. 

Tre seuste adjourned: 

January 14. Afver other business—the bill con- 
ceming ise orgerizauon of the courts of the Unit- 
ed States, for the establishing of a district su- 
preme court and the appointment of new circuit 
judges ws taken up. 7 

And finally ordered to a third reading by yeas 
and nays—yeas 25, nays 14. A part of this day’s 
Si'tice was Occupied on executive business. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, Jan. 8. Mr. Tucker, of Virginia, from the 

commiftee on roads and canals, reported a bill to 


- appropriate a fund for internal improvement; twice 


read and committed. 

The house again resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole, Mr. H WVe/eon in the chair, onthe bill 
making appropriations forthe military establish- 
ment for the year 1819 The committee proceed- 
ed in filling up the blanks of the bill, receiving 
from Mr. Smith, of Md, chairman of the committee 
of ways and means, explanations of the different 
appropriations which he moved to insert in the bill. 
Having gone through the bill, 

The committee next took up the bill “concern- 


4 "or ¥ teed 


The house, accorJing to the order of the day, re. 
sumed the consideration of the bill making appro-. 
priations for the support of the military establish. 
ment during the year 1819. 

The question was stated on the amendment made 
in committee of the whole, taking the sum of 
10,000 dollars from the general appropriation for 
the quarter master’s department, and inserting the 
same asaspecific appropriation for extra pay to 
soldiers employed in the construction and repairs of 
military roads. 

Mr. Beecher moved to amend the amendment so 
as to strike out the words in Jta/ic, and insert in 
lieu thereof the works “working on.” 

This motion was negatived—87 to 65. 

Two other pro;osed amendments being rejected 
by large majorities— 

After a long debate on the main question, and on 
the amendments thereto, in which Messrs. Linco/s, 
Beecher, Pindall, Alex. Smith, Fuller, Nelson, Miller, 
Rhea, Barbour, Lowndes, and Hopkinson took part, 
the questien on the main amendment was taken by 
yeas and nays; when there were. 

For the amendment 90 
Against it 75 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, ayes 105; and 

The house adjourned. : 

Tnesday, Jan.12. Mr. T. Mf. Nelson, from. the 
| committee on military affairs, delivered in the fol- 
lowing report: R 

‘The committee on military affairs, to whom was 
referréd that part of the president’s message, of 
the 17th November 1818, which relates to the pro- 
ceedings of the court martial, in the trial of Ar- 
buthnot and Ambrister, and to the conduct of the 
war against the Seminole Indians, report: 


ing the military establishment uf the U. States.”” = That, after a perusal of the various] documents 


(The first section of this bill provides that, in 
addition to the present officers of the corps of 
engineers, that corps shail consist of one brigadier 
general, one lieutenant colonel,two majors, two 
captains, four first and four second lieutenants to 
receive the same pay and emoluments as officers 
‘of the same grade in the corps of ordnance.] 

Some debate took piace onthis provision—the 
committee rose and reported progress— 

The house then concurred inall the amendments 
to the appropriation bill, except that which appro- 
priates ten thousand dollars for extra pay for eol- 
diers employed in the construction and repair of 
military roads. ‘ 

On concurring in this appropriation, a debate 
took place which continued until a late hour, and in 
which Messrs. Pitkin, Storrs, Mercer, Smith of Md. 
Mil’s, Lawndes, Tucker of Va. and Poindexter took 

rt. 

Before deciding the question, and after once re- 
fusing to lay the bill on the table, and rejecting two 
or three different motions to adjourn, 

The bill was laid on the table; and 

The house adjourned to Monday. 

Monday, Jan. 11. Mr. Sergeant, from the com- 
mittee on roads and canals, to which was recom- 
mitted a bill authorising the subscription of stock 
in the Chesapeake and Delaware canal company, re- 
ported the same without amendment, which was 
committed to acommitiee of the whole. 

The speaker laid before the house of representa- 
tives a letter from Wm. Lambert, accompanying 
200 copies of abstracts of calculations to ascertain 
the longitude of the capitol, inthe city of Wash- 
reyrton. 


submitted to congress, on the subject of the Semi- 
nole war, they find much difficulty in separating the 
responsibility of the commanding officer, to his go- 
vernment, from the obligations of the UnitedjStates 
to Spain: But, as the occupation and capture of 
Pensacola, and St. Marks, are subjects of negocia- 
tion and correspondence, at this time between the 
two governments, and as the committee on foreign 
relations will, probably, consider this part of the 
President’s messaj;e more immediately connected 
with their branch of the subject, your committee 
will confine themselves, in this report, to the trial 
and execution of Alexander Arbuthnot and Robert 
C. Ambrister. 

On the 26th April, 1818, a general order issued 
at head quarters, fort St. Marks, by major general 
Jackson, signed by colonel Robert Butler, adjutant 
general, detailing “a special court martial, to meet 
at 12 o’clock, M. forthe purpose of investigating 
charges exhibited against A. Arbuthnot, R. C. Am- 
brister, and such others who are similarly situated 
as may be brought before it.” 

Your committtee do not deem it necessary to 
attach to their report the proceedings of that court, 
as every member of the house has been furnished 
with several copies, to which reference can be made. 
Your committee can find no law of the U, States, 
authorizing a trial before a military court, for such 
oftences as are alledged against Arbuthnot and Am- 
brister, (except so much of the second charge, 4s 
charges Arbuthnot with “acting as a spy,” of which 
part of the charge the court found him «not guilty’) 
nor in the opinion of your committee does any 
usage authorize, or exigency appear from the docu- 
ments accompanying the report of the trial, which 
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can justify the assumption and exercise of power 
by the court martial, and the commanding general, 
on this occasion.—lIt is admitted, as a maxim of the 
law of nations, that, when the war is with a savage 
nation which observes no rules, and never gives 
quarter, we msy punish them in the person of any 
of their people, whom we may take, (belonging to 
the number of them) and endeavour by this rigor- 
ous proceeding to force them to respect the laws of 
humanity, Wherever severity is hot absolutely 
necessary, mercy becomes a duty.—In vain has 
your committee sought among the documents on 
the subject of the Seminole war for a shadow of 
necessity for the death of the prisoners arraigned 
before the court. The war was at an end, to all 
intents and purposes—the enemy’s strong holds 
had been destroyed—many of them killed or taken 
prisoners, and the remainder a feeble band, dis- 
persed and scattered in every direction. The Spa- 
nish fort of St. Mark’s, which it was supposed, (and 
no doubt justly) had protected them, was also in our 
possession, and so entirely was the war considered 
zo be terminated, that the Georgia militia, under 
general Glasscock, had returned to their homes. 
‘Then where was the absolute necessity, which alone 
could warrant, a departure from the exercise of 
that clemency, of which the U. S. has heretofore so 
justly boasted? 

Your committee find, in the general order of the 
29th April, in which General Jackson orders the 
execution of Arbuthnot and Ambrister, this re- 
markable reason, intended as a justification of the 
executions, principally of Ambrister, but applying 
to both Arbuthnot and Ambrister: «It is an establish- 
ed principle of the law of nations, that any indi- 
vidual of a nation, making war against the citizens of 
another nation, they being at peace, forfeits his al- 


Your committee must here, in justice to their own 
feelings, express. their extreme regret, that it has 
become their duty to disapprove the conduct of ore 
who has, on a former occasion, so eminently contri- 
buted to the honor and defence of the nation, as has 
major general Jackson; but the more elevated the 
station; the more exalted the character of the indi- 
vidual, the more necessary is it, by areasonable, yet 
temperate expression of public opinion, through the 
constitutional organ, to prevent the recurrence of 
incidents at variance with the principles of our go- 
vernment and laws. 

Nor can your committee forbear including in 
their strictures the court martial who sat on the trial 
of Arbuthnot and Ambrister. A court martial is a 
tribunal invested with limited jurisdictions, having’ 
for its guidance the same rules of evidence which 
govern courts of Jaw; and yet Arbuthnot is refused 
by the court martial, before whom he was on trial 
for his life, the benefit of the testimony of Ambrister, 
who had not been put upon his trial at that time, 
and whose evidence would have been received by 
any court of law as legal, if not credible. Many 
other exceptions might be made to the evidence 
recorded in these proceedings: particularly to the 
question put to the witness Hambly, viz. “ Do you 
betieve the Seminoles would have commenced the 
business of murder and depredation on the white 
inhabitants, had it not been at the instigation of the 
prisoner [Arbuthnot], and a promise, on his part, 
of British protection? Answer: “I do not delieve they 
would, without they had been assured of British 
protection. A leading question is expressly forbid- 
den to be used by a court martial, by Macomb on 
Martial Law, and of which the court must have been 
apprized, as it is a work common in the army, and 
usually referred to by every court martial when in 





legiance, and becomes an outlaw and a pirate.” 
it may be asked by what system of interpretation 


session; and the question was calculated to elicit an 
'expression of opinion and belief from the witness, 


the offences charged could be considered as pi-; rather than a statement of facts, upon which alone 
racies, which imply, in common acceptation, offen-| could the court act. Hearsay evidence, ina case of 
ces upon the high seas, of which the court could not } life and death, your committee ‘will venture to as- 
assume cognizance; and it is equally difficult to un-; sert, was never before received against the accused 


derstand the propriety of the application of the 
term “outlaw,” to the offenders—a term, which ap- 
plies only to the relations of individuals with their 
own governments. It will not be pretended, that 
La Fayette, who volunteered his services in the 
cause of America, inthe war which established our 
independence, forfeited his allegiance, became an 
outlaw and subjected himself to an ignominious 
death, had he fallen into the hands of the English. 
Or can it be believed that one voice would be heard 
in justification of Spain, if she were to execute such 
of our countrymen as she may make prisoners, while 
fighting in the arms of the South American Patriots? 
And if these cases should not be considered of such 
a nature, as to warrant a resort to s0 severe a mea- 
sure, while they occurred witha people in astate of 
revolution, and considered by the parent countries 
to be in a state of rebellion, much less could these 
men (Arbuthnot and Ambrister,) be considered lia- 
ble to it, who were acting with a power, acknow- 
ledged and treated as sovereign and independent by 
us. 

Your committee beg leave to call your attention 
particularly to the case of R. ©. Ambrister, who, 
after having been subjected to a trial before a court 
which had no cognizance or jurisdiction over the 
offences charged against him, was shot by order of 
the commanding general, contrary to the forms and 
usages of the army, and without regard to the find- 
ing of that court, which had been instituted asa 
guide for himself. 


in any court of this country, and vet on the face of 
; the record of the proceedings of the court martial, 
hearsay testimony is admitted, which ha:1 been re- 
jonived from an Indian, who, if present, would nct 
have been allowed to give evidence himself. 
#BAfter mature deliberation, your committee ber 
leave to submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives of 
the United States disapproves the proceedings in 
the trial and execution of Alexander Arbuthnot and 
Robert C. Ambrister.” 

Mr. Johnson, of Kentucky, also of the military com- 
mittee, submitted a paperdrawn up in the shape of 
areport by that committee, which, by a majority of 
one vote, that committee had refused to accept, and 
the said paper was read as follows: 

“The Committee, to whom was referred so much 
of the President’s Message asrelates to the Seminole 
War, and the proceedings in the trial of Alexander 
Arbuthnot and Robert C. Ambrister, Report: 

That, Gen. Jackson, in a short, though sanguina- 
rv war, with the Creek nation of Indians, brought 
them to terms of peace; and in the summer of 1814, 
a treaty was concluded with them, wherein they 
ceded to the United States a territory embracing 
several millions of acres of land; the effect of this 
cession was, the cutting off the Indian establish- 
ments between the settlements of the United States 
in Georgia and Alabama, and the Spanish territory. 
This object being obtained, future peace and safety 
to our citizens, in that quarter, were confidently 
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anticipated; but, contrary to these just expecta- 
tions, it was discovered that 2 hostile disposition 
was still entertained by the Seminole tribe of that 
nation, aided by fatitive negroes, and instigated by 
foreign incendiaries. It having been represented 
to the government, that murders had been commit- 
ted on our defenceless citizens, Gen, Gaines was or- 


dered, inthe summer of 1817, with a considerable 


force, to take a station in that section, for their pro- 
tection. Gen, Gaines was directed to keep within 
the territorial limits of the United States, and ‘ab- 
stain from every attempt to cross the Florida line; 
but to demand of the Indians the perpetrators of the 
crimes thus committed, in order that punishment 
might be inflicted uponthe guilty, without involv- 
ing the innocent, and without a general rupture 
with these deluded. savages. The fact of such mur- 
ders having been ascertained, attended with aggra- 
vating circumstances of repine and cruelty, Gen. 
Gaines, in conforraity with his orders, made the de- 
mand.- The <.asges, through the deceptive repre- 
gentetions of foreign incendiaries, were led to be- 
lieve that the strength of the United States was not 
sufficient to subdue them; or, if their own forces 
were incompetent to sustain the conflict, they 
would receive ::ssistance from the British. - These 
promises, made ‘by these unauthorized agents, were 
predicated upem a pretence, that the United States 
had bound the mselves, by the treaty of Ghent, to 
restore the la’ ids which the Indians had ceded, pre- 
viousiy to tha’, treaty, at Fort Jackson; and that the 
British gover pment would -enforce its observance. 
Under this i uence, they not only refused to de- 
liver the mu ¢derers, but repeated their massacres 
whenever «pportunity offered; and, to evade the 
arm of justi ;e, took refuge across the line, in Flon- 
da. - In this. state of affairs, in Nov. 1817, Lt. Scott, 
of the United States army, under Gen. Gaines, with 
47 persons, men, women and children, in a boat on 
the Appelachicola river, about a mile below the 
junction of the Flint and the Chatahoochie, was sur- 
prised by an ambuscade of Indians, fired upon, and 
the whole detachment killed “and taken by the In- 
dians, @xcept six men, who escaped by flight, (one 
of whom was wounded.) Those who were taken 
alive on this occasion, were wantonly murdered by 
the ferocious savages, who took the little children 
and daushed out their brains against the side of the 
boat, and butchered all the helpless females except 
one, who was afterwards retaken. 
was not vet authorized to cross into Florida, to en- 
force a cumpliance with his demand for the delivery 
ef the murderers, while the Indians were vollecting 
in large numbers upon the line, which they seem- 
edto think a perfect safeguard, and from which 
they continued their predatory incursions, as op- 
portunity permitted. A letter from the secretary 
of war, of the 9th Dee. 1817, authorized Gen,Gaines, 
in case the state of things should continue, and it 
should become impossible, by any other means, to 
prevent their depredations, to exercise a sound dis- 
erection as to crossing the Florida line, to break up 
their establishment; and, on the 16th of the same 
month, the secretary of war, by letter, directed to 
Gen. Gaines, fully authorized him to cross the line, 
and attack the Indians within the Spanish territory, 
should they still refuse to make reparation for de- 
predations already committed—unless they should 
shelter themselves undera Spanish fort, in which 
case he was directed to notify the department. 
Intellizence being received by the war depart- 
ment of the massacre of Lt. Scott and his compa- 
nions, Gen. Jackson was directed, by letter of the 
26th Dec. 1817, to repair to Fort Scott, and take 


Gen, Gaines: 


eg 
command of the forces in that quarter; with autho- 
rity, in case he should deem it necessary, to call 
upon the executives of the adjacent states for such 
additional force as he should deem requisite; in 
which he was referred to the previous orders given 
to Gen. Gaines, and directed to concentrate his for. 
ces, and adopt the measures necessary to terminate 
a conflict, which had been avoided from considera. 
tions of humanity, but which had now become in. 
dispensible, from the settled hostility of the savage 
enemy. In January following, the secretary of war, 
in a letter to Gen. Gaines, says, “The honor of the 
United States requires, that the war with the Semi- 
noles should be terminated speedily, and with ex. 
emplarv punishment for hostilities so unprovoked.” 
Under these orders, and in this critical state of af. 
“fairs, Gen. Jackson, with that zeal and promptness 
which have ever marked his career, repaired to the 
post assigned, and assumed thé command. ‘The ne- 
cessity of crossing the line into Florida was no Jon- 
ger a subject of doubt. <A large force of Indians 
and negroes was making that territory their refuge, 
and the Spanish authority was either too weak or 
too indifferent to restrain them; and to comply with 
orders given him from the department of war, he 
penetrated immediately into the Seminole towns, 
driving the enemy before him, and reduced them 
toashes. Inthe council house of the king of the 
Mickasukians, more than 50 fresh scalps, and in ar 
adjacent house upwards of 300 old scalps, of all ages 
and sexes, were found; and in the centre of the pub- 
lic square a red pole was erected, crowned with 
scalps, known by the hair to have belonged to the 
companions of Lt. Scott. | 
To inflict merited punishment upon these barba- 
rians, and to prevent a repetition of these massa- 
cres, by bringing the war to a speedy and success- 
ful termination, he pursued his march to St. Marks, 
when he found, in corroboration of previous infor- 
mation, that the Indians and negroes had demand- 
ed the surrender of that post to them; and that the 
Spanish garrison, according to the commandant’s 
own concession, was too weak to support it. Here 
-he ascertained that the enemy had been supplied 
with the means of carrying onthe war, from the 
commandant of the post; that foreign incendiaries, 
instigating the savages, had free communication 
with the fort for carrying on their intrigues; coun- 
cils of war were jfermitted by the conimandant to 
be held by the chiefs and warriors within his owh 
quarters; the Spanish store houses were approprti- 
ated to the use of the hostile party, and actually 
filled with goods belonging to them; munitions of 
war were furnished them, and property, known to 
have been plundered from our citizens, purchased 
from them by the commandant, while he professed 
friendship to the United States. Gen. Jackson, 
therefore, had no hesitation to demand of the com- 
mandant of St. Marks the surrender of that post, 
that it might be garrisoned with an American force; 
and, when the Spanish officer hesitated to deliver 
it, he entered the fort by force, though without 
bloodshed, the enemy having fled, and the garri- 
son being too weak to make opposition. Convinced 
of the necessity of rapid movements, in order to the 
ultimate success of the expedition, he immediately 
marched his forces to Suwany, seized upon the 
stores of the enemy, and burnt their villages. 
Having thus far effected his object, Gen. Jack- 
son considered the waratanend. St. Marks being 
garrisoned by an American force; the Indian towns 
at Mickasuky and Suwany destroyed; the two In- 


dian chiefs, who had been the prime movers and 





leaders of the savages, one of whom had command- 
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ed the party that murdertd Lt. Scett and his eom- 
panions, and the two principal foreign instigators, 
Arbutnot and Ambrister; being taken and executed, 
gen. Jackson ordered the Georgia militia to be dis- 
charged, and was preparing himself to return toTen- 
nessee. But he soon learned, thatthe Indians and ne- 

roes were collecting in companies west ofthe A pna- 
Fachsodiias which would render it necessary for him 
to send a detachment to scour the country in that 
quarter. While preparing for this object, he learn- 
ed, that the Indians were admitted by the gover- 
nor of Pensacola, and enjoyed free access to that 
town; that they were collecting in large numbers, 
500 being-in Pensacola onthe 15th of April, many 
of whom were knownto be hostile, and had just es- 
caped from the pursuit of our troops; that the ene- 
my were furnished with ammunition and supplies, 


forces, from that place; that a number of them salli- 
ed out, and murdered 18 of our citizens, settlers up- 
on the Alabama, and were immediately reeeived by 
the governor, and by him transported across the 
bay, that they might elude the pursuit. 

These facts being ascertained by Gen. Jackson 
from unquestionable authority, he immediately 
took up his line of march towards Pensacola, at the 
head of a detachment of about 1200 men, for the 

urpose of counteracting the views of the enemy, 
and to execute his. orders from the War Depart- 
ment, by terminating the war speedily, and with ex- 
emplary punishment for hostilities so unprovoked. 
On the 10th May he crossed the Appalachicola at 
the Ochcese village, with the view of scouring the 
country west of that river: and, on the 25d of the 
same month; he received a communication from 
the governor of West Florida, protesting against 
his entrance into that province, commanding him 
to retire from it, and declaring, that he would re- 
pel force by force, provided he should not obey. 
This communication, together with the evident in- 
dications of hostility in the governor, who had been 
well advised of the object of gen. Jackson’s opers 
tions, determined the measures which he pursued. 
Accordingly, he marched directly to Pensacola, and 
with but the shadow of opposition took possession 
af that place the following day, the governor hav- 
ing fied to Fort Carlos de Barrancas; which post, 
after a feeble resistance; was also surrendered to 
gen. Jackson on the 28th; by which the Indians and 
fugitive negroes were effectually deprived of all 
possible means of continuing their depredations, or 
screening themselves from the arm of justice. Thus 
gloriously terminated the Seminole war; a war re- 
luctantly entéred into, but urged by dire necessity, 
to protect from the tomahawk and scalping knife 
of the most ruthless savages our peaceful frontier 
settlers, who, from decrepid age to helpless infancy, 
for more than two years, had been exposed to their 
éruelties—a war in which out citizens and soldiers, 
With their usual fortitude and valor under their per- 
severing and determined commander, endured long 
and difficult marches—submitted to painful priva- 
tions, subdued a brave and merciless enemy, with- 
eut suffering one defeat, or betraying a solitary 
mark of dismay to tarnish the lustre of their coun- 
try’s glory. A variety of circumstances convinced 
gen. Jackson that the savages had commenced this 
war, and persisted in their barbarities; under the 
influence of some foreign incendiaries, more crimi- 
nal than the uncivilized natives. Alexander Ar- 
buthnot, who avowed himself a British subject and 
resided among the savages as an Indian trader, was 
taken at St. Marks, to which place he had with- 


inmate in the family of the commandant. It ap- 
pearing that he had been a zealous advocate for 
the pretended rights of the savages, and in this res- 
pect the successor of the notorious col. Nichols, of 
the British colonial marines, in the late war ‘with 
Great-Britain; that he had repeatedly written in 
their behalf to the Spanish governor of St. Augus 
tine, the governor of the Bahamas, the British mi- 
nister in the United States, and to col. Nichols, en- 
deavoring to procure aid from both those govern- 
ments against the United States; that he had re- 
peatedly advised the Indians not to comply wjth the 
treaty of Fort Jackson, assuring them that the lands 
ceded to the United States by them in 1814 were 
to be restored by virtue of the treaty of peace with 
Great Britain; gen. Jackson ordered him to be tried 
by a court martial, consisting of 135 respectable offi- 
cers, with major-general Gaines president. The 
court was directed to decide upon the fact of his 
guilt or innocence; and, if guilty, what punishment 
should be inflicted. Upon satisfactory testimony, 
he was convicted of inciting and stirring up the 
hostile Creeks to war against the United States 
and her citizens; and of aiding, abetting and com- 
forting the enemy, supplying them with the means 
of war, and by the court sentenced to be hung. 
Robert C. Ambrister, late a Lieutenant of the Bri- 
tish marine corps, and with the hostile Indians 
and fugitive negroes the successor of Wood- 
bine, of notorious memory, was taken near the 
mouth of Suwaney river. It being well known 
that he had been a leader and commander of the 
hostile Indians and fugitive slaves, Gen. Jack- 
son also directed him to be tried by the same court 
martial. Upon satisfactory evidence, he was con- 
victed of having aided and comforted the enemy, 
supplying them with the means of war by giving 
them intelligence of the movements and operations 
of the army of the United States, and by sendi 
the Indians and negroes to meet and fight againgt 
them: and upon his own confession, as well as the 
clearest evidence of having led and commanded the 
lower Creeks in carrying onthe war against the 
United States, was by the court sentenced tobe shot. 
One of the members requesting a reconsideration 
of the sentence, it was agreed to; and, on a revision, 
the court sentenced !.im to-receive 50 stripes on 
his bare back, and be confined with a ball and chain 
to hard labor for 12 calendar months, Gen. Jack- 
son approved the sentence in the case of Arbuth- 
not: and, in the case of Ambrister, he disapproved 
the reconsideration, and confirmed the first sen 
tence. They were both executed accordingly. In 
relation to these transactions, questions of ihe first 
magnitude present themselves, which the commit- 
tee have deemed it their duty to investigate. Was 
gen. Jackson justifiable, after marching his army 
across the line, into the territory of Spain, in taking 
possession, by force of arms, of the Spanish posts, 
St. Marks and Pensacola? Had he the right to 
punish Alexander Arbuthnot, and Robert C. Am. 
brister? 

From the facts submitted, it is perfectly evident 
that the Spanish authorities in Fiorida did not re- 
tain that neutral character which was necessary to 
render its territory sacred; but, by their own acts, 
either of hostility or imbecility, they made that 
territory the seat of war, independent of the so. 
lemn obligations of treaty, whereby Spain engaged 
to keep the Indians within her territory at peace 
with the United States, no principle is more firmly 
established by the laws of nations, than this, that 
a nation at war has the right to pursue the hostile 
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make that territory the seat of war, when either 
the weakness or partiality of the neutfal nation 
shall suffer the belligerent army, retreating into 
its territory, there to rally, collect strength, and 
provide supplies, to enable them to renew the con- 
flict, and especially when munitions of war shall be 
supplied, either by the citizens or authorities of 
the neufral naticn. 

But, in the consideration of this subject, it 
should never be forgotten that Spain was bound, 
by the most solemn stipulations of treaty with the 
United States, berself to have fought these battles; 
or, if too weak to have done so, at least to have 
made common cause with the United States against 
these lawless tribes of savages. The United States 
have never recognized the Indians, within her ter- 
ritorial limits, as nations absolutely independent; 
hence it bas ever been considered the duty of the 
executive, when they have been guilty of murders 
and depredations upon our citizens, either in plun- 
dering parties, or in the more formidable aspect of 
indian armies, to order against them the military 
force of the country, or call into service the militia, 
as the case may require, to check their barbari- 
ties, and to punish their crimes. 

fn accordance with this principle, the executive 
has always acted since the commencement of the 
present government. Repeated and bloody depre- 
dations upon our southern frontier, in which peace- 
ful husbandmen, defenceless women, and innocent 
children were made the victims of savage ferocity, 
not only rendered it necessary to put into opera- 
tion the military force of the nation; but the shel- 
tering of the Indians beyond the limits of the Unit- 
ed States gave occasion for the orders to gen. 
Jackson, to pursue them beyond these limits. If 
Spain regards the Indians in the same light, it was 
a duty no less incumbent upon her by the laws of 
nations, than by treaty, to have repressed their 
lawless depredations; and in her agents’ failing to 
do so, if, through neglect, they made themselves 
parties in the war; or if through weakness, they 
forfeited the right of sovereignty in that territory 
where they failed to maintain it. But, if Spain re- 
gards the Indians as communities adsolutely inde- 
pendent, then the territory, by right of occupancy, 
belonged to the Indians, and not to Spain, and the 
invasion was of the enemy’s territory. Had tbe 
commandant of the Spanish post at St. Marks done 
his duty, in witbholding from the enemy supplies, 
and in denying them a refuge within the reach of 
bis own fort, the necessity of interrupting his gar- 
rison would not have existed; nor is it presumed 
that any attempt would have been made by general 
Jackson to possess himself of that post. And it is 
also presumed that his orders to respect the Spa- 
mish posts, were predicated upon this supposed 
state of things. But, as the‘object of the entrance 
into Florida, was the reduction of the Indian force 
—to bring the Seminole war to a speedy and suc- 
cessful termination, which was exhausting the blood 
and treasure of the nation, it was a duty which he 
owed to his country to effect that object. Any re- 
sult short of this would have only increased the 
evils wiich it was his duty to correct; and tbis 
could not be effected while Spanish fortifications 
were appropriated to their detence, and yet regard 
ed as sacred by him. To have retired with his 
forces, under sucha combination of circumstances, 
Which would have confirmed the erroneous impres- 
sion entertained by the Indians and by the Spanish 
authorities, of the sacred character of these places 
of reiuge and succwur to our ferocious gnemy, 
would have perpetuated the war, and given it the 
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character of permanency, which the honor of the 
United States required should be speedily con. 
cluded, and with the most exemplary punishment. 
The commandant at St. Marks himself acknowledg.- 
ed that his command was at the mercy of the In- 

dians and negroes; he ought, therefore, to have 

hailed the approach of general Jackson, with his 

American forces, as a deliverer, and to have co- 

operated with him in the common cause, when he 

was assured that the object was a military occupa- 

tion, for the express purpose of puiting an end to. 
the Seminole war, and not for conquest. But the 

facts present this subject yet in a much stronger 
light to the committee. The Indians received not 

only shelter, but comforts and munitions, and all 

the facilities for carrying on the war, which a Spa- 

nish army could have received from that post. 

Did this conduct, on the part of the Spanish com- 

mandant, result from a hostile disposition? If so, he 

becamea party inthe war. Or was it the effect of 
imbecility, as his professions of great friendship 

would imply? If so, the act of garrisoning St. 

Marks with an American force, bears no character 
of hostility to Spain, but was warranted by the law 

of nations—by the treaty with Spain, and the first 
law of nature—self-protection. Had the governor 

of West Florida maintained the neutral character 
which was confidently expected, and which it was 
his duty to have done, the Seminole war would have 
here ended, and our flag would not have been un- 
furled in that territory. ‘The Indian establishments 
at Mickasuky and Suwaney broken up—their vil- 
lages burnt—their supplies cut off—St. Marks oc- 
cupied by our troops, their power in East Florida 
was entirely annihilated. 

In the firm conviction that the war was ended, 
general Jackson had ordered the Georgia militia 
to be disbanded, and was upon the point of re- 
turning himself, with the Tennessee and Kentucky 
volunteers, when he learned that the object of the 
campaign was not yetentirely accomplished. 

The vanquished enemy crossing into West 
Florids, where the authorities of Spain proved 
as imbecile as in the eastern province, renew- 
ed their depredations, by their incursions into 
the adjoining territory of the United States, 
and committing murders upon our frontier set- 
tlers. Every circumstance, which not only justi- 
fied the act, but which rendered it an imperioud 
duty for him to enter the Spanish territory of East 
Florida, was equally applicable to the act of his 
crossing the Appalachicola, to break down the 
power of the enemy in West Florida. But the 
conduct of the governor, taken in connection with 
the circumstances which induced the entrancé into 
Pensacola, rendered its occupancy by gen. Jackson, 
if possible, yet more!palpably necessary, than that of 
S:. Marks. Well apprised of general Jackson’s ob+ 
ject, that he had not entered the Floridas in hos 
tility to Spain, but to do that which Spain was, 
bound to do, both by treaty and by the laws of 
of nations, to give security to our own citizens, 
within our own territory, by destroying the power 
of the savage foe; the governor of Pensacola, im 
equal violation of the laws of neutrality and of hu- 
manity, succoured those enemies, supplied them 
with munitions of war, sheltered and conveyed 
from the hand of justice those of them, who were 
returning from the bloody prey: and when general 
Jackson was executing the righteous mandates of 
an injured and indignant nation upon them, the 
governor commanded him to depart from the ter- 
ritory, threatening to oppose force by force, should 
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he notcomply. Thus circumstanced, what should 

general Jackson have done? Should he have been 
induced, by the unprovoked and gasconading me- 

naces of a foreign governor, to retrace his steps? 
Or should he have remained stationary, until he 
could have despatched a messenger to the execu- 
tive, for instructions how toact? This would have 
ill become an American general, whose movements 
were sanctioned by the sacred laws of nature and of 
nations, and by the solemn stipulations of the fo- 
reign prince, as well as by the authority of his own 

vernment. 

Should he have left it in quiet possession of a 
savage foe? ‘his would have defeated the whole 
object of the war. There was but one course, in 
the opinion of the committee, which he could pur- 
sue, consistently with the honor of the nation, and 
the safety of its frontier citizens. The Governor 
of West Florida, by his own act, had become a par. 
ty with the savages in the war: or had, at least, by 
his imbecility, forfeited the right of sovereignty 
within the territory; and the occupancy of the Span- 
ish posts in that province, by General Jackson, was, 
in the opinion of the committee, a sacred duty 
which he owed to himself, to his army, to the go- 
vernment, and to his country. While this nation 
scrupulously regards the dictates of justice, in her 
intercourse with all nations, civilized and savage, 
it is a duty which she owes to her own character 
and to the safety of her citizens, to assert her rights 
and avenge her wrongs. In relation to these move- 
ments, it appears to your committee, that the Ex- 
ecutive has sanctioned the act of General Jackson, 
in the occupancy of those posts, by requiring that 
condition, which the laws of nations, and the treaty 
with Spain justify, in order to the restoration of St. 
Marks; and if Pensacola is not held subject to the 
same condition, this does not imply a relinquish. 
ment of the right, but should be regarded as the 
evidence of an amicable disposition towards Spain. 

The committee now enter upon the other point; 
that, of the trial and execution of the foreign insti- 
gators, Arbuthnot and Ambrister--a subject of more 
delicacy and tenderness, as it involves the lives and 
liberties of individuals; yet of equal magnitude, 
and, in the opinion of the committee, of equal clear- 
ness. In ancient times, when barbarism more ge- 
nerally prevailed, and even polished hations seem- 
et unconscious of the ies of humanity, which ought 
ever to bind the whole family of mankind in tender- 
ness and affection, the practice obtained, of putting 
to death the soldiers and even the citizen: of a van- 
guished enemy, by the sword, and even by the pub. 
lic execution, or of holding prisoners of war in s!a- 
very for life, and entailing bondage upon their pos- 
terity. But the progress of civilization, aided by 
the benign influence of christianity, has, in modern 
days, produeed a radical change, highly honorable 
to the civilized world. 

In consequence of this principle, it follows, that 
although, when one nation enters into war wilh ano- 
ther nation, all the citizens of tose nations may be 
considered, in some respects, as enemies to all the 
citizens of the ovher, yet they have not a right, in 
all cases, when they meet, to act in hostility to each 
other; because women, children, and ali othevs who 
are exempted from bearing arms, and those em- 
ployed in rural and other peaceful occupations, are 
not the proper objects of hostility; nor is it admis- 
sible to take the lives of those who fall into the 
power of their enemies, after they have surrender- 


z ” x. —<— — 


field of battle, the soldier, who lays down his arms 


and asks fur quarters, is entitled to his life; and 
the same to garrisons and whole armies; if they of- 
fer to capitulate, in cases ef great extremity, it is 
an established principle in the laws of nations, uni- 
versally acknowledged where civilization prevails, 
that their lives cannot be justly taken, unless their 
gross violation of the rules of civilized warfare ren- 
der it necessary to inflict death as a punishment 
for their crimes. But death, in such cases, is ne- 
ver the righteous fate of unsuccessful war: much 
less are peaceable citizens, unarmed, pursuing their 
lawful avocations, subject to death, or any other 
acts of hostillty calculated to injure them, either 
in their persons or effects; because such citizens do 
not offer injury. But, from this general principle 
and universal practice among christian nations, 
another principle arises, as universally acknowledg- 
ed and equally consonant to the laws of nature and. 
nations, that when a nation, either savage or civi- 
lized, departs from these rules, and grossly violates 
the laws of nations and of humanity, retaliation, or 
reprisals, are always justifiable, often useful, and 
sometimes essentially necessary, to teach the of- 
fenders to respect the laws of humanity, and te 
save the effusion of blood. 

in such cases, where the guilty persons can be 
taken and identified, the punishment ought to fall 
exclusively upon them. Yet reprisals are not, ne- 
cessarily, even confined to the persons of the guil- 
ty; but the laws of war justify the punishment of 
the offending nation, in any of the persons of the 
enemy. This nation, ever regarding mercy as her 
delight, has heretofore abstained from the exercise 
of this power, though the principle was recognized 
in the case of Capt. Asgill, in the revolutionary 
war; and by President Madison, in which it receiv- 
ed the sanction of the legislature, in the late war. 
When at war with savages, who respect no rule, 
and are governed by no laws; whose known mode 
of warfare is indiscriminate murder of all ages, 
sexes and conditions, it is a well established prin- 
ciple, that their crimes may be lawfully punished 
in the persons of any of their people; and the citi- 
zens or subjects of any civilized nation, by engag- 
ing in their warfare, either in personal hostility or 
by instigating, aiding, and abetting them, thereby 
identifying themselves with the savages, belong te 
their nation during the continuance of such en- 
gagements, and are, by the true and acknowledged 
principles of the laws of nations, subject to the 
same treatment. Weben reprisals shall be made by 
inflicting retaliatory punishnient upon foreigners 
thus identified with savages, it is justifiable upon 
the principle of reprisals a/one, and not because 
they become outlaws and pirates; for the laws of 
nations justify the citizens or subjects of one nation 
in entering the service of another nation; and, dur- 
ing such service, they are considered as parts of 
ihe nation which they serve, subject to the same 
treatment, in all respects, as if they were its natu- 
ral citizens or subjects. 

It was upon this principle that the Marquis dela 
Fayette, Baron Steuben and De Kalb, and General 
Kosciusko, entered the American service in the re- 
volutionary war, which was never considered as a 
just oceasion for war, by Great Britain, against 
France, Prussia, or Poland: nor yet as a cause for 
regarding them in the character of outlaws and pi- 
raies. But, had these distinguished men fallen in- 
to the hands of Great Britain, the laws of war would 





ed; because such acts are now unauihorized by the 
laws of nations, and ever has been a violation of the 


Jaws of humanity. So, when armies meet in the}; Americans. 


‘have entitled them to the same tenderness, and 
subjectet them to the same conditious as native 
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ble to those: who enter into tne service of the sa- 
vages. ‘ , 
The universs! principle of savage warfare, elicit- 


cruel and aggravated murder; not only of their en- 
emies taken in arms, but also of peaceful unarmed 
citizens, helpless females, tender infants. If in- 
stances have been known wherein they have spar- 
ed the lives of pezsons falling into their power, 
these instances have been too few in number, com- 
pared with the massacres which they have commit- 
‘ted, desolating whole settlements, and murdering 
whole garrisons, to give an opposite character to 
their general practice. 

The desolation and ruin of the Wyoming settle- 
ment, in the revolutionary war, and the recent mas- 
sacre at Fort Mims and onthe River Raisin, in 
perfect accordance with their general history, from 
the commencement of our national existence, fur- 
nish sufficient demonstration of this fact. 

Alexander Arbuthnot was taken as a resident a- 
mong the savages, with whom he had identified 
himself, by acting as their agent, exciting them to 
the war, aiding, abetting, and supplying them with 
the means of carrying it on. Robert C. Ambrister 
was taken in their actual service, as a leader and 
commander of their forces; by which, as well as by 
aiding, abetting, comforting, and supplying them, 
he was also identified with the savages. Agreea- 
bly to thesé principles of the laws of nations, the 
committee are fully of opinion, that General Jack- 
son, as commander of the army, had the right to 
exercise upon them the law of retaliation, without 
the intervention of a court martial However cau- 
tiously this rule should bec exercised, and <lesira- 
ble as mercy always is, whenever it can be exercis- 
ed with safety, this godlike virtue has its bounds}; 
beyond which, its exercise would be a perversion 
to justice; and it is presumed, that the repeated 
murders which had been committed upon our citt- 
zens, the manv bloody trophies of their cruelties 
found at Mickasuky, and their persisting in hostility 
against the repeated warnings and threats, which 
had been held out to them, bore conviction to the 
mind of General Jackson, that the exercises of the 
law cf retaliation had become necessary to the fu- 
ture safety of his fellow-citizens. 

But he chose to submit the case to the investiga- 
tion and decision of a court martial, composed of 
distinguished officers, by whom Alexander Arbuth- 
not was condemned to be hung, which sentence 
was confirmed and executed. By the same tribu- 
nal, Robert C. Ambrister was, in the first instance, 
condemned to beshot; but, upon reconsideration 
they changed the sentence to that of corporal pu” 
nishment and confinement tohard labor. The re 
consideration was disapproved by general Jackson; 
and the first sentence confirmed and executed. On 
this last point the committee are of opinion, that it 
would have been more correct for general Jackson, 
after submitting the case toa court martial, not 
only to examine the facts as to his guilt, but to de- 

termine, the punishment to be inflicted, to have ac- 
quiesced in their final and only legal decision as a 
court. But, in this, the committee are satisfied 
that general Jackson did not transcend the power 
warranted by the law of retaliation—the prisoner’s 
own confession, and the evidence produced, going 
to establish the facts which justified its applica- 
tion. And though the principles of national law, 
involved in this war, would have authorised a more 
extensive sacrifice, even on the persens of the in- 
nocent, yet the committee deem it a matter of 


guilty alone; and that the object is effected, with 
so limited an example of justice. Under this view 
of the whole subject, the committee can discover 
much which merits applause, and little that de. 
serves censure; and, from the incalculable benefits 
resulting to the nation, from the faithful and dis- 
tinguished services of general Jackson and the offi. 
cers and mea who served under his command, in 
terminating finally the Seminole war, are of opinion 
that they are entitled to the thanks of their coun- 
try. 

_ The report having been read— ) 

With a view to give the report and the substi- 
tute an early discussion, Mr. Cobs moved that these 
papers, which involved principles of great conse- 
quence, should be referred to a committee of the 
whole on the state of the union. Mr. Floyd was 
willing to meet the discussion, but wished the re- 
ference made as customary. to a committee of the 
whole. Mr. Strether proposed that they shpuld be 
laid upon the tabie: he was not for acting hastily 
uponthem. Mr. Pvindexter deprecated precipita- 
tion—but unwilling for a moment that the report 
from the military committee should be considered 
as the will of the house, he wished the discussion 
to take place as soon as possible. Mr. Mercer ap- 
proved of the report, and proposed that a day 
should be named ior the house to consider it. Mr. 
Smyth, of Va. of a different opinion respecting the 
report, proposed that it should be taken up on 
Monday next. Mr. esha wished the papers to lie 
on the table. Mr. Jvinsen, of Ky. suggested the 
propriety of a general concurrence in the commit- 
ment of the report and the amendment—to debate 
it now was only consuming the time of the house. 

After some further remarks, from Messrs. Floyd 
Cobb and Sirother, in support of their respective 
opinions, and some conversation on a point of order, 
the question on referring the report of the military 
committee to a committee of the whole on the state 
of the union was carried without a division. 

On motion of Mr. Desha, the paper offered by 
Mr. Johnson, of Kentucky, as a substitute, was then 
referred to the same committee, and 

Mr. Tullmadge gave notice that, if no one else 
did, he should, on Monday next, move to go intoa 
committee on the whole on this subject. 

On motion of Mr. Herbert, the secretary of the 
treasury was instructed toreport to the house a 
statement of the debts, credits and funds of all the 
banks in the district of Columbia, not embraced in 
resolution of the house a few days ago. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the navy transmitting the annual 
report of the commissioners, with sundry state- 
ments in relation to the navy pension fund. which 
was ordered to lie onthe table. 

The speaker laid before the house another letter 
from the secretary of the navy, transmitting sundry 
papers, being copies of letters and extracts of let- 
ters to the commanding naval officers, which con- 
tain ail the instructions which have issued from 
the navy department in pursuance of the act of 
congress prohibiting the importation of slaves, pas- 
sed on the 2d day of March, 1807, in obedience toa 
resolution of the house on ¢he 4th instant. 

The bill making «ppropt#fons for the support 
the military establishment for the year 1819, was 
read the third time; and the question on its pas- 
sage was decided, by yeas and nays, in the affirma- 
tive, by a vote of 107 to 57- 

QF Our sheet is full: we cut off the proceedings re- 
luctantly, though not important——many articles 





great felicitation, that punishment fell upon the 


prepared are postponed. 


